What are your short-term and long-term post-MBA goals?  How will Columbia Business School help you achieve these goals? (750 word limit)
On completion of my MBA, I plan on pursuing a position as a buy side research analyst, working in Wall Street and specializing research in the financial banking industry, where I had previously gained experience.  Mid-term, I plan to return to Korea and work as a buy-side trader for a hedge fund or institutional asset management firm.  Finally, longer term, my goal is to run my own fund.  My professional background in the financial industry and solid business theory developed through a Columbia MBA will enable me to achieve these goals.
My diverse internships in major investment banking houses and professional work experiences after graduation reflect a logical procession to my career goals.  Working for the Investor Relations division of Shinhan Financial Group, I learned how to analyze figures, communicate IR materials with investors, and accurately disclose corporate information through filing of Form 6-K and 20-F reports.  I discovered my strengths in communication, namely with research analysts in major investment banking houses, and in data research and analysis.  Through my experience in IR, I first discovered my interest in financial analysis.  Yet at the same time, communicating with analysts enabled me to reflect on how limited my overall knowledge of finance and the financial industry was.  Working at Deutsche Securities gave me a deep understanding of how securities firms operate and was helpful in that I was able to work alongside and learn from traders, dealers, and research analysts.  More importantly, my experience at Deutsche was invaluable in that I realized that the somewhat passive and repetitious nature of work in Operations did not suit my energetic spirit and ambition.  Such realization helped me to focus on what I wanted to do, what my strengths were, what areas I needed improvement in, and how I would go about achieving my new career goal.  Having thus set my goals, my next logical step would be to deepen my knowledge in financial analysis and understanding of business theories, preferably in a formal and structured learning environment.
A Columbia MBA is the ideal fit for my background and career goal for several reasons.  First, Columbia MBA is a dominant leader in the financial industry.  Columbia prides having one of the tightest alumni networks in the financial world, a characteristic that can help nurture strong professional relationships, thereby increasing my professional network in business after graduation.  While studying at Columbia, I plan to make use of my Fridays contacting and forming strong bonds with alumni working in Wall Street and participating actively in major company events. 
Second, that Columbia is located in New York makes Columbia a most attractive choice compared to other MBA programs, especially when considering internship during the summer and job interviews towards graduation.  I would ideally like to complete a summer internship program at Wall Street, at the research division of an Investment Banking firm such as Goldman Sachs and Deutsche Bank, both of which have actively recruited at Columbia in recent years.  I am especially thrilled at the prospect of meeting various CEOs and famous guest speakers who regularly visit campus and participate in class.  Such is an advantage provided only by Columbia because of its location in New York.
Third, Columbia creates individuals who not only have sound business theories but are also street-smart, understand the demands of the business world, and know how to synergize theory with practical experiences.  Such are skills that can be obtained only through live experiences, such as those offered by the master classes at the Columbia MBA.  Participating in the master classes will provide me with a great opportunity to meet alumni and to learn how to physically deal with business challenges that cannot be taught in the classroom.  In addition, I plan to take other such electives as Seminar in Value Investing and Financial Statement Analysis and Earnings Quality, both well suited to my needs in strengthening fundamentals in security and financial analysis.  I also look forward to proactively participating in club activities including the Columbia Finance Association, Sales and Trading Club, and Equity Research Club, all of which will aid in career enhancement as well as in forming strong bonds with other students of similar interest.  
Lastly, my initial interest in Columbia MBA originated from a personal recommendation of a senior colleague at work, whom I greatly respect.  Ji Hyung Han, a Columbia MBA graduate and a previous colleague at Shinhan Financial Group, encouraged me to consider the program.  Listening to his descriptions of the energetic classroom environment, the Wall Street/New York experiences, and the opportunities for growth and networking provided by Columbia upon graduation, I am more than convinced that Columbia is where I belong.
I am extremely excited at the prospect of experiencing the Columbia MBA.  Once I am accepted to Columbia’s class of 2011, I will pursue my interest in financial analysis by sitting the CFA level one examination in June 2009.  My goal is to pass all three rounds by the time I graduate in 2011.  Armed with an MBA in one hand and a CFA qualification in the other, I am confident that I will be more than well prepared to pursue my career goal.   
